


HUNT SABOTEURS 

FOXHUNTING. 

f ^ U ^ during the season. The foxhunting season 

lasts from November until the end of May for somehunts, but all Lottish 
hunts, hunt from November until the end of March at the latest. The nearest 
are baLS In^HSuS?0N^^'^T^^”^K^ ? RENFREWSHIRE FOXHOUNDS whose kennels 

everylalu^darnd dur^^rti: tT. 

Here is what the hunt is made up of... 

THE HOUNDS 

fni^^h shoulder. The hounds are bred 

hpnnm^ Speed. A fox Can run faster than the hounds but the fox 

becomes tired quickly and the hounds don't. Hounds are always counted in 

hounds usually consisting of all dogs, all bitches or sometimL fhere 
^ hounds so that injured hounds 

fed on It ^ I ® Hounds are usually not 

life is aLure^o? ? s°"'etimes the day before. A hounds hunting 

aJa%Uh:r““^ld oP LiuS? = ^ood hunter. Old hounds 

People on Horseback... 

THE MASTER(5) 

"“r hunts have joint 

Masterships where up to 4 people share the title and the costs. 

HUNT COMHITTFF 

hy the subscribers (people who regularly ride 
hnnf ^He ‘committee is responsible for raising money to run the 

hunt - Hunt Servant s pay, food for hounds, vet bills, upkeep of hunt premises 
and equipment, repair to damage caused etc. ^ 

HUNTSMAN 

hounds at the hunt and is responsible for the hounds and 
the kennels. He is the hornblower and is a paid member of the hunt. 

WHIPPER - IN 

^ P®^^ ‘'He hunt. There are also sometimes 

amateur whipper - ms (le. not paid) as well as the paid one. There Job 
stray hounds^ huntsman, by keeping the hounds together and by collecting 

THE FIELD 

”^‘'H them. Most of the field are unlikely 
thP hLL m ^ ^Hey are kept well away from 

the hounds. The only member of the hunt to be near the hounds most of the 
time are the ones who are 'working' them, the huntsman and the whipper - ' 













other people involved in the hunt. 


EARTH STOPPERS 

At some hunts people go out the night before a hunt when the fox is above 
ground and block up any holes near where the hunt will go. This is done 
so that if the hounds chase a fox it will not be able to escape by going 
underground, this gives the hunt a better chase. 

TERRIER AND SPADE BRIGADE 

These people follow the hunt in cars/vans in the hope that a chased fox 
will take refuge underground. When this happens they will go to the hole 
with terriers and spades. If the hunt want more of a chase the fox will 
be bolted from the hole by a terrier. If the hunt want a kill all holes 
where the fox can escape from are covered and a terrier is sent down the 
hole. When the terrier reaches the fox it will bark and they will know 
where the fox is and will dig down to it. When they reach the fox it will 
be shot and thrown to the hounds, thrown live to the hounds or 'bagged'. 
Bagged means putting the fox into a sack and releasing it somwhere to be 
hunted again. If a fox is bagged it might be kept till the next meet so 
the hunt are guaranteed a chase. 

Whether earth stoppers or people with terriers are used depends on whether 
the hunt want a good chase or a definite kill. If they want a chase they 
will use earth stoppers or if they want a kill they will use terriers. 

SUPPORTERS 

These people follow the hunt either in cars or on foot. They do not really 
have anything to do with the running of the hunt. 

The people who wear the red coats are the huntsman, the whipper-in (usually 
only the paid one) the master/s and the committee. 


THE HUNT 
CUB HUNTING 

At the beginning of the season about 10 young hounds are entered into the 
pack, this is their training period. This takes place in England from August 
to November and in Scotland from September to November. This is held early 
in the morning when there is a good scent. The early stage of cubbing is 
mainly to give the young hounds a taste of blood and to learn to use their 
noses. At this stage of cubbing there are usually a lot of dig-outs (sending 
the terrier down a hole). What happens at this stage is that the hunt and 
supporters surround a wood so that a fox will not leave the wood then the 
hounds are put in. This means that the fox can only run in the wood and 
eventually the hounds will get it, unless it goes to ground, in which case 
it is just dug out. Nearer November runs in the open will happen (this 
is really just the same as foxhunting proper but with less riders/supporters) 
This stage is to teach the young hounds to chase a fox over a big area 
and to obey horn and voice calls. 










•QHHUNTING 

November the 1st or the nearest hunting day to it either before or after 
is the beginning of foxhunting proper. The meet usually takes place at 
a pub or a subscribers house or farm. The meet is usually about 11.30 or 
12. The hounds and horses will be taken to the meet from the kennels in 
horse boxes. There they will meet up with the other members of the hunt. 

If the meet is close to the kennels the huntsman and whipper-in will ride 
there with the hounds. After socialising and some bevvy the hunt will move 

off, the huntsman will blow a short call on the horn to show that the hunt 

is underway. The huntsman and whipper-in lead the hounds, with the field 
behind led by the master(s). The hunt 'draw' their first'covert'. This 
means putting hounds into a wood or bushes etc. to search out a fox. The 
huntsman encourages the hounds with horn and voice calls, the whipper-in 
keeps the hounds in the covert using voice calls and whip. The field are 
positioned on the side of the covert that they do not want the fox to leave. 

If no fox is found in the covert after the hounds being drawn right through 
it the huntsman and whipper-in will collect the hounds using horn and voice 

calls and whip. The huntsman will signal to the master using his horn that 

the pack is gathered and the field may move off.The huntsman and whipper- 
in will then move to the next covert to be drawn and the field will follow 
on behind. The hunt will keep on drawing coverts until the find a fox (or 
until the have drawn all day and not found a fox and will just go home). 

The coverts they draw are pre-planned. When a cover is drawn with a fox 
in it the hounds will start yelping. The whipper-in or a supporter will 
indicate to the huntsman which way the fox went after it left the covert 
by pointing in the direction that it went holding a cap or white hankie 
in their hand. The hounds will chase after the fox encouraged by the hunts¬ 
man's rapid horn calls. The huntsman will tell the master using his horn 
that all hounds are on a scent and the field can follow on. The hunt may 
lose the scent in which case the huntsman will cast the hounds over a wide 
area hoping to pick up the scent again. The exhausted fox may look for 
a hole but they may be^ blocked up, but if not the fox will go to ground. 

The hounds will mark the hole and keep the fox there encouraged by the 
huntsman's horn and voice calls. Usually the huntsman will call for the 
'Terriier and Spade Brigade' and dig the fox out. Sometimes the fox is 
left and the hunt go in search of another fox. The 'Terrier and Spade Brigade' 
might dig out the fox and 'bag' it for later on . If the fox keeps running 
and does not go to ground the chase may last several hours and quite a 
distance will be covered (which keeps the field happy). When the fox is 
caught it will be ripped to pieces by the houds. It will be attacked by 
several hounds at a time and may have been ripped apart before it dies. 

The fox is not caught by a 'nip' to the back of the neck which some pro¬ 
hunt people say. The huntsman will encourage the hounds using horn calls 
and voice calls such as "tear i'm up!" Parts of the fox will be cut off 
and given to members of the hunt. The hunt may go and hunt again and maybe 
catch another fox or may decide that one fox ripped to bits is a good days 
'work' and just call it a day. 

THE WAY TO STOP THIS SORT OF THING IS ONLY THROUGH GOOD HUNT SABOTAGING! 

If you would like to come out with CLYDESIDE HUNT SABS, or would like 
to send a donation please write to the address below. Thank you!! 


HUNT SABOTEURS 


PO BOX 180 


GLASGOW 


G4 ,9AB. 



